
The Friends of the Arc 
Foundation sponsored 
the 23rd Annual Arc Gala 
on January 31st at the 
Yahnundasis Country 
Club.  Kicking off the 55th 
Anniversary of The Arc 
with retro pink and black 
decorations and large 
photos which “honored the 
past and embraced the future”, the 
guests were treated to a celebratory 
atmosphere.  Arc Executive Director, 
Angela VanDerhoof and the Founda-
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The 23rd Annual Arc Gala
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made remarks about the agency’s history 
and future.  The evening continued with 
dinner and dancing to the sounds of “Dan 
Elliot and the Monterays”.  Many generous 

sponsors made the 
evening a wonderful 
success.  The 
Foundation will con-
tinue to sponsor fund 
raisers to support 
The Arc throughout 
the Anniversary year.

Employees of the First Quarter!
Donna Briggs, 
Habilitation Specialist II 
in the Community and 
Family Services 
Division of The Arc, 
Oneida-Lewis Chap-
ter, has been named 
Employee-of-the-First-
Quarter for the South-
ern Region.  Division 
Head, Barbara Carney, 
says that “Donna has been a consistently 
excellent employee for many years. She 
goes above and beyond in her work while 
being reliable, cheerful and a great example 
for others.”  Clinical Habilitation Coordinator, 
Robin Gage, who nominated Donna, says, 
“Donna advocates for individuals and goes 
the extra mile, often working with them on 
a weekend day, and is always doing little 
extras to enhance the lives of individuals.  
She does everything possible to assist them 
in maintaining their independent status.”  
Donna has been with The Arc for 
approximately 8 years. She resides in 
Clinton with her husband Dave. She enjoys 
her grown children, grandson and 
stepchildren, and is looking forward to the 
arrival of another grandchild.

Tessa Millard, Senior 
Workshop 
Supervisor in the 
Vocational Services 
Division (LCI), has 
been named Employee-
of-the-First-Quarter 
for the Northern Re-
gion.  “Tessa strives 
to provide consistency 
for each individual we 

serve and is conscious of their personal 
goals,” says Julie Young, the co-worker in 
Vocational Services who nominated Millard. 
“She is an honest and upbeat person and 
always comes to work with a smile and a 
positive attitude.”  Tessa, who has been with 
The Arc for almost seven years, was 
recently promoted to Administrative 
Assistant at LCI in Lowville.  She has 
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own time to volunteer at Arc functions, 
including the summer picnic and various 
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with her husband Robert and their three 
sons. They are looking forward to the arrival 
of another child this year.  
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